
 

 

2026 Robert K. Pedersen Global Outreach Grant Program 
QUALIFICATIONS AND REQUIREMENTS 

Open date: February 2, 2026 
Deadline: March 2, 2026 

Overview 
The Robert K. Pedersen Global Outreach Endowment is a funding source under the Global 
Outreach Grant Program umbrella (part of the same application/award process). This endowment 
was established in 2005 through a generous donation made by Don and Kathy Pedersen’s Family 
Foundation in memory of Don’s father, who worked internationally throughout his career. 
 
This program provides grants to support projects involving PAs and PA students in 
humanitarian activities designed to improve the quality of life in underserved areas outside 
the United States or its territories. The grants are intended to promote sustainable development 
in the areas of healthcare and health education for populations and communities in need. Funding 
is provided for projects that enhance or expand existing programs and provide the participating PAs 
and students an invaluable learning experience in healthcare delivery, leadership and project 
management. To date, grants have supported worthwhile projects in Africa, Asia, Central and 
South America, the Caribbean Islands, former Soviet Union countries, and the United States. 
 
 

Eligibility Criteria and Considerations 
• All grant applications must be submitted by one or more PAs or PA students who are 

members in good standing of AAPA and who are involved in health-related humanitarian 
efforts through either established humanitarian organizations or PA programs.  

• Applications must be made in conjunction with a nonprofit sponsoring organization, such 
as a nonprofit hospital or nonprofit community organization, accredited PA Program, AAPA 
Constituent Organization, or nonprofit humanitarian organization. 

• Grant funds are disbursed to the nonprofit organization or program sponsoring the project. 
• Through this program, the Physician Associate Foundation seeks to support projects 

conducted outside the United States or its territories. 
• In the evaluation process, preference will be given to those applicants who have not already 

been awarded a grant from the Physician Associate Foundation within the preceding 12 
months (including both IMPACT Grants and Robert K. Pedersen/Global Outreach Grants). 

• The Physician Associate Foundation will award a maximum of one grant per institution per 
funding cycle. 

 
Acceptable Use of Grant Funds 

• The purpose of the humanitarian assistance grant is to directly support the individual or 
individuals while preparing for and/or while involved in the humanitarian effort.  

• Acceptable expenses may include costs incurred in preparing for travel to the activity site, 
such as immunizations, exams, and medications; living expenses while serving at the site; 
and equipment and supplies needed for the activity. 

•  Funds also may be used to purchase materials and equipment that support a specific 
project that meets the objectives of this grant program.  

• Funds may not be used to cover any indirect/administrative costs (including 
salaries/stipends), capital expenses, or travel expenses/airfare to the site of the 
activity. 



 
Evaluation/Selection of Recipients 
The following factors will be incorporated in evaluation/selection of grantees, among others: 

• Demonstrated need for the humanitarian activity 
• Demonstrated support by an established humanitarian organization or a PA program 
• Measurability of results/outcomes, described in a project evaluation plan 
• Effectiveness and sustainability of the activity. Ideally, the program or organization involved 

should have existed for at least two years. For a new initiative, an expanded discussion of 
the program or activity, focusing on the goals and the proposed evaluation methods, 
should be provided. 

 
 

Applications must be submitted online by March 2, 2026. 
 
Application Requirements 
An online application packet must be submitted, including the following components: 

1. A completed and signed online application form (access via Formsite). 
2. A detailed budget indicating the expenses for which the grant funds will be used. 
3. If the request is for humanitarian assistance in a developing country, include evidence of 

support for the project by the host country, such as an affiliation agreement, 
memorandum of understanding, contract, letter from a government official, or letter(s) 
from nongovernmental organization(s) involved in the activity. 

4. If the request is for an activity within the United States, include a letter from the 
humanitarian organization with which you will be working. This letter should outline what 
contributions you will be making to the established program, length of service, and brief 
background information on the organization. 

5. Written proposal addressing the following items/questions (no more than 8 pages 
total): 

a. What community or country is involved in the program or project? Describe the 
target population of the project. 

b. Describe the need for the program or project (e.g., local or national health 
indicators that demonstrate need). 

c. Briefly summarize the program or project. 
d. What are the goals/milestones of the program or project? 

i. How will the project improve health and quality of life in an underserved 
area? 

ii. How will the project promote sustainable development in the areas of 
healthcare and health education? 

e. Is this an existing program? If so, how long has it been in operation, and does it 
involve collaboration with other organizations? What infrastructure is in place—or 
will be in place—to support the project? 

f. Is any portion of the project funded by another source, and/or is this project part of 
a larger funding proposal? Will there be other types of support for the project (in-
kind, matching funds, etc.)? (Note: Demonstration of available additional support 
will be factored into the evaluation/scoring process.) 

g. What role will PA(s) and/or PA students play in the program? Indicate how PA value 
and/or PA utilization is critical in attaining the project objectives. 

h. Include a timeline for the project. 
i. Describe the evaluation strategies to be utilized in measuring the success of the 

program or project. What points of data will be collected to demonstrate impact, if 
any? 



j. Briefly summarize how Robert K. Pedersen Global Outreach Grant funding will 
improve or enhance population health of the community. 

k. How will outcomes/results be disseminated (e.g., poster, presentation, publication, 
etc.)? 

l. Is the project’s impact sustainable? Please explain.  
 
Professional Liability Coverage 
If awarded a grant, the recipient will be required to provide evidence of professional liability 
insurance coverage. 
 
Post-Project Requirements 
Grant recipients must submit a final grant report within three months of completion of project 
activity (report template/link to be provided by the Physician Associate Foundation). The final 
report template requests information on project outcomes, impact on the community served, 
lessons learned, etc., as well as high-resolution digital photos of the project activity. 
 
Questions? Please contact Allie Rivera at arivera@aapa.org or 571.319.4551. 
 

mailto:arivera@aapa.org

